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Sixth Form Entry Requirements 
   

Pathway Minimum access requirements 

Pathway 1 
AS-Levels and/or A-Levels 

5 Grades of 4 or above at IGCSE in the subjects they choose 
to study (in some cases, previous study may not be required) 

Pathway 2 –  
The International Baccalaureate  

5 Grades of 4 or above at IGCSE, with a 5 Grade in subjects 
that are to be studied at Higher Level. 

Key Stage 5 Pathway 1: British A Level 

 
Pathway 1 will see students who have achieved Grade 4 at IGCSE study for three A-Levels over two years to 
achieve full A-Levels in each subject.  
 
Note 
Access to either Pathway 1 require students to achieve Grades of 5 or higher Grades for 5 IGCSE subjects. 
Students must choose three subjects form the list below 
 

Pathway 1 
Core Subjects 

Arabic A and Muslim 
Students 

Qualification 
Subjects 

AL = A-Level offered 

You are required to choose 
three subjects from three of 
the four columns 

Ministry Arabic 
Islamic Studies 

A-Level Arabic* (AL) 
Art & Design** (AL) 
Biology (AL) 
Business Studies (AL) 
Chemistry (AL) 
Computer Science (AL) 
Design Technology (AL) 
English Language (AL) 
English Literature (AL) 
French (AL) 
Geography (AL) 
History (AL) 
Mathematics (AL) 
Physics (AL) 
Psychology (AL) 
**Denotes subjects that are 
not recognised by the Ministry 
of Education for equivalency 
purposes. 
 
Arabic* 
Islamic Studies* 
*subjects that are required by 
the Moe for equivalency. 
Muslim Students must study 
Islamic Studies. Arabic is 
compulsory for Students who 
want MoE Equivalency. 
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Art and Design (A-Level) 
 

Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International – 9479 
 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it?  
We would normally expect you to have studied Art and Design at IGCSE/GCSE or have an interest in 
creative studies. This course has something to offer all students. Timetabled sessions will be divided 
between the pursuit of project work, the development of skills and the learning of associated theoretical 
knowledge.  
 
Brief introduction:   
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course  
Provides opportunities for learners to develop their personal practice, enrich their understanding of key 
concepts and improve their practical skills in a wide range of traditional and contemporary techniques. It 
allows learners to explore and build on their interests. The syllabus encourages independent expression 
and the development of a critical, reflective practice. It is designed to accommodate a wide range of 
abilities, materials and resources, and allows the different skills of teachers to be fully exploited. We 
develop learners who are confident, responsible, reflective, innovative and engaged – equipped for success 
in the modern world.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
The A Level Art & Design course encourages learners to explore a range of processes and techniques 
appropriate to their chosen area of study. The syllabus encourages personal responses that are based on 
knowledge and understanding and skills in art, craft and design. The four areas of study are listed below: 
 
Fine art 
Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following: 
• painting • drawing • sculpture • photography • print making • mixed media • experimental – 
assemblage/construction. 
Graphic communication 
Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following: 
• illustration • print making • packaging design • branding • advertising • signage • typography.  
Three-dimensional design 
Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following: 
• sculpture, ceramics • product design • interior and exterior architecture • interior design • environmental 
design • set design • jewellery and fashion accessories.  
Textiles and fashion 
Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following: 
• fashion design and/or illustration • costume design • constructed textiles • screen printing • batik • 
digital-printed textiles • surface pattern. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed?  
Cambridge International Art and Design course is a two 2-year A-level course.  
The qualification is made up of three components: coursework task (similar to that of IGCSE Art and 
Design), externally set assignment and a personal investigation. The weighting of the coursework is 25%, 
assignment 25% and investigation 50%. 
 
 

Component 1 (Internal) Component 2 (External) Component 3 (Internal) 

A Level – Coursework - 100 marks 
Candidates research, develop and 
realise a project from one area of 
study in the syllabus content. 

A Level – Externally Set Assignment 
15 hours - 100 marks 
Candidates choose one starting 
point to develop into a personal 

A Level – Personal Investigation - 
100 marks (weighted to 200 marks) 
Candidates investigate a theme, 
idea, concept or process that is 
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Component 1 (Internal) Component 2 (External) Component 3 (Internal) 

There are two parts to the 
coursework: 
·       a portfolio and 
·       a final outcome. 
  
 
(code: 9479)  

response. 
There are two parts to the 
coursework: 
·       supporting studies, created 

during the preparation period 
and 

·       a final outcome, produced during 
a supervised test of 15 hours’ 
total duration. 

(code: 9479)  

personal to them. 
There are two parts to the 
coursework: 
·       practical work and 
·       written analysis (1000–1500 

words). 
 (code: 9479)  

Weight: Externally assessed 25% of 
the A Level 

Weight:  Externally assessed 25% of 
the A Level 

Weight:   Externally assessed 50% of 
the A Level 

 
Assessment Objectives: Your work will be assessed against the four objectives below:(A01-4) 
AO1 Record (25%) 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress. 
AO2 Explore (25%) 
Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and 
refining ideas as work develops. 
AO3 Develop (25%) 
Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical 
and critical understanding. 
AO4 Present (25%) 
Present a personal and coherent response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
connections between visual and other elements.  
 
Where might the course take you?  
Successful A level Art student can go on to study on a range of Art & Design foundation and degree courses, 
nationally and internationally, and train in their area of specialisation, before going on to become an Artist, 
Designer, Architect, or Arts Professional in a broad variety of specialist areas. 
The creative and cultural Arts industries express and reflect the importance of creativity and culture in our 
society. All around us artists create the world we inhabit and contribute to a thriving and important 
industry which has a vast range of exciting career options and choices. These can include working in Fine 
Art, Fashion Design, Graphic Design, or Architecture, for example, as well as many other possible creative 
Art & Design jobs and careers. 
 
A strong Art training can also develop highly valuable transferable skills, including creative ideas 
development, problem-solving, contextual interpretation, and visual communication, as well as 
organisational, presentation, and team-working skills. 
  
Subject contact: Sarah Laverty – sarah.laverty@rakacademy.org   

sarah.laverty@rakacademy.org%20%20
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Arabic (A-Level) 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Arabic (listening, reading and writing) (9AA0) 

 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
For first language Arabic students, who have with a good experience of learning the target language. The 
focus of the course is on language acquisition and the development of skills.  
Note that this Arabic qualification is not a recognised subject for equivalence by the Ministry of Education 
for the UAE.  

 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The course will give the students the opportunity to reach a high degree of competence in Arabic and 
explore the cultures using the language. The range of purposes and situations for which and in which the 
language is used leads the students to the domain of work, social relationships, and the discussion of 
abstract ideas. The types of language needed for these purposes and situations are refined. 

 
The syllabus develops your understanding and ability to communicate across the following topics:  

• Application  

• Reading and directed writing 

• Formal letter 

• Description 

• Dialogue 

• Story writing 

• Writing a report 

• Summarizing 

• A wide range of Arabic grammatical rules. 
• Translation into Arabic and English 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

 
Paper 

 
Paper type 

Final grade 
(%) 

Time 
(min) 

Unit examination date 

Paper 1 
Translation into English, 
reading comprehension 
and writing (research 
question) in Arabic (*Paper 
code: 9AA0/01) 

Section A: Translation into 
English (20 marks) 
Section B: Reading (20 marks) 
Section C: Writing (research 
question) (40 marks) 

40% 150 June 

Paper 2:  
Translation into Arabic and 
written response to works 
(*Paper code: 9AA0/02) 

Section A: Translation into 
Arabic (20 marks) 
Section B: Written response to 
works (literary texts) (45 
marks) 
Section C: Written response to 
works (films) (45 marks) 

30% 160 June 

Paper 3: 
Listening, reading and 
writing in Arabic (*Paper 
code: 9AA0/03) 

Section A: Listening 
comprehension (30 marks) 
Section B: Listening, reading 
and writing question (30 
marks) 

30% 135 June 
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Where might the course take you? 
Apart from improving your ability to speak and write in Arabic, this course will give you some of the skills 

that you need to study Arabic at university, as well as improve your overall Arabic language abilities. 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr. Ibrahem Alqabbani: Ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org 

mailto:Ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org
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Biology (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International AS and A-Level (9700) 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
The content is relevant for students who have achieved a GCSE in Biology and who want to study this 
subject at a higher level. The syllabus covers the major topics in biology, including cell structure, biological 
molecules, enzymes, energy and respiration, inheritance, genetic technology. 
 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The Cambridge International A Level Biology course is split into 19 topics: Cell Structure, Biological 
Molecules, Enzymes, Cell membranes and transport, the mitotic cell cycle, nucleic acids and protein 
synthesis, transport in plants, transport in mammals, gas exchange, infectious diseases, immunity, energy 
and respiration, photosynthesis, homeostasis, control and coordination, inheritance, selection and 
evolution, classification, biodiversity and conservation, genetic engineering. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

• Five externally assessed examinations.  
 

Paper 1  
Multiple Choice 1 hour 15 minutes 40 marks 
40 multiple-choice questions 
Questions are based on the AS Level syllabus 
content. 
Externally assessed 
31% of the AS Level 
15.5% of the A Level 

Paper 2  
AS Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 
minutes 60 marks 
Structured questions 
Questions are based on the AS Level syllabus 
content. 
Externally assessed 
46% of the AS Level 
23% of the A Level 

Paper 3  
Advanced Practical Skills 2 hours 
40 marks 
Practical work and structured questions. Questions 
are based on the practical skills in the Practical 
assessment section of the 
Syllabus. The context of the questions may be 
outside the syllabus content. 
Externally assessed 
23% of the AS Level 
11.5% of the A Level 

Paper 4 
A Level Structured Questions 2 hours 
100 marks 
Structured questions. Questions are based on 
the A Level syllabus content; knowledge of 
material from the AS 
Level syllabus content will be required. 
Externally assessed 
38.5% of the A Level 

Paper 5 
A Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 minutes 30 marks 
Questions are based on the practical skills of planning, analysis and evaluation. The context of the 
questions may be outside the syllabus content. 
Externally assessed 
11.5% of the A Level 

 
Where might the course take you? 
Biology provides a good Scientific foundation for all career paths, allowing students to develop their 
analytical skills, practical techniques, and knowledge application within the context of Biology. Students 
considering the field of teaching, psychology, medicine, veterinary medicine, biological research or the 
general health profession should consider taking this course.  
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Adam Khan - Adam.Khan@rakacademy.org 

mailto:Marilla.Wiggins@rakacademy.org
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Business Studies (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – International Advanced Level Business Edexcel-WBS11/YBS11 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
This course would be suitable for students who are keen to understand how businesses operate in the real 
world. Students will learn to appreciate the role of people in business, how to calculate and interpret 
business data, analyse business situations and provide appropriate recommendations. The course is aimed 
at students who are creative thinkers, have a fair grasp of Mathematics and who are committed and 
enthusiastic about learning how businesses work.  
 

Brief introduction:  
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course 
The course is designed to give you an understanding of the different forms of business organisations, the 
environment in which businesses operate and business functions such as marketing, operations and 
finance.  

 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Students will be given the opportunity to explore the following themes: 

• Meeting customer needs 

• The market 

• Marketing mix and Strategy 

• Managing people 

• Entrepreneurs and leaders 

• Planning a business and raising finance 

• Financial planning 

• Managing finance 

• Resource management 

• External influences 
 

Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
All candidates take two papers as part of the AS programme and a further two to complete the A-Level. 

Paper 1: Unit 1 Paper 2: Unit 2 Paper 1: Unit 3 Paper 1: Unit 3 

Written assessment  
2hrs 
Section A: Short and 
extended response 
questions 
Section B: Same format as 
section A, based on 
different sources 
Section C: One 20- mark 
essay 
50% 

Written assessment  
2hrs 
Section A: Short and 
extended response 
questions 
Section B: Same format as 
section A, based on 
different sources 
Section C: One 20- mark 
essay 
50% 

Written assessment  
2hrs 
Section A: Short and 
extended response 
questions based on 
sources 
Section B: One 20- mark 
essay question 
Section C: One 20- mark 
essay question 
50% 

Written assessment  
2hrs 
Section A: Short and 
extended response 
questions based on 
sources 
Section B: One 20- mark 
essay question 
Section C: One 20- mark 
essay question 
50% 

 
Where might the course take you? 
This course is good preparation for A2 Level courses in Business, Economics or IB Business Management. It 
would also be useful to any students who wish to set up or run their own business. Students interested in 
a wide range of careers including retail, accounting, travel & tourism, financial services, charities and 
general management would benefit from the skills and themes covered. 
Subject contact: Mrs P Seymour – phillippa.seymour@rakacademy.org  

mailto:phillippa.seymour@rakacademy.org
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Chemistry (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International AS and A Level (9701) 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
 

The content is relevant for students who have achieved a GCSE in Chemistry and who want to study the 
subject at a higher level. The syllabus covers the major topics in chemistry, including molar calculations, 
structure and bonding, organic and inorganic chemistry. 

 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The Cambridge International A Level Chemistry course is split into 22 topics units: Atomic structure, atoms, 
molecules and stoichiometry, chemical bonding, states of matter, chemical energetics, electrochemistry, 
equilibria, reaction kinetics, the Periodic table: chemical periodicity, Group 2, Group 17, nitrogen and sulfur, 
introduction to AS organic chemistry, hydrocarbons, halogen, hydroxy and carbonyl compounds, carboxylic 
acids, nitrogen compounds, polymerisation, organic synthesis and analytical techniques. 
 

Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
• Five externally assessed written examinations. 

 

Paper 1  
AS Level Multiple Choice 1 hour 15 minutes. 40 
marks. 
40 multiple-choice questions 
Questions are based on the AS Level syllabus content. 
Externally assessed 
31% of the AS Level 
15.5% of the A Level 

Paper 2  
AS Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 
minutes. 60 marks. 
Structured questions 
Questions are based on the AS Level syllabus 
content. 
Externally assessed 
46% of the AS Level 
23% of the A Level 

Paper 3  
Advanced Practical Skills 2 hours. 40 marks. 
Practical work and structured questions. Questions 
are based on the practical skills in the Practical 
assessment section of the 
Syllabus. The context of the questions may be outside 
the syllabus content. 
Externally assessed 
23% of the AS Level. 11.5% of the A Level 

Paper 4 
A Level Structured Questions 2 hours. 100 marks. 
Structured questions. Questions are based on the 
A Level syllabus content; knowledge of material 
from the AS 
Level syllabus content will be required. 
Externally assessed 
38.5% of the A Level 

Paper 5 
A Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 minutes. 30 marks. 
Questions are based on the practical skills of planning, analysis and evaluation. The context of the 
questions may be outside the syllabus content. 
Externally assessed.11.5% of the A Level 

 

Where might the course take you? 
A Level Chemistry provides a good scientific foundation for all career paths, allowing students to develop 
their analytical skills, practical techniques, and knowledge application within the context of Chemistry. 
Students considering the field of medicine, pharmacy, or chemical engineering should consider taking this 
course.  

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Adam Khan - Adam.Khan@rakacademy.org 

mailto:Marilla.Wiggins@rakacademy.org
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Computer Science (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge 9618 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
The aim of the Cambridge International AS and A Level Computer Science syllabus is to encourage learners 
to develop an understanding of the fundamental principles of computer science and how computer 
programs work in a range of contexts.  Learners will study topics including information representation, 
communication and Internet technologies, hardware, software development, and relational database 
modelling.  

As they progress, learners will develop their computational thinking and use problem solving to develop 
computer-based solutions using algorithms and programming languages. Studying Cambridge International 
AS and A Level Computer Science will help learners develop a range of skills such as thinking creatively, 
analytically, logically and critically.  

Brief introduction:   
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Students will study a variety of Practical and theory topics. 

AS Level A Level 
Topic 1: Information Representation 
Topic 2: Communication  
Topic 3: Hardware 
Topic 4: Processor fundamentals 
Topic 5: Systems software 
Topic 6: Security, privacy and data integrity 
Topic 7: Ethics and ownership 
Topic 8: Database  
Topic 9: Algorithm design and problem-solving 
Topic 10: Data representation 
Topic 11: Programming 
Topic 12: Software Development 

Topic 13: Data Representation 
Topic 14: Communication and Internet 
technologies 
Topic 15: Hardware and Virtual Machines 
Topic 16: Systems Software 
Topic 17: Security 
Topic 18: Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Topic 19: Computational thinking and problem-
solving 
Topic 20: Further Programming 

 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

Component 
Weighing 

AS Level (1st 
Year) 

A Level (2nd 
Year) 

Paper 1 Theory Fundamentals – 1hour 30mins 50% 25% 

Paper 2 Fundamental Problem Solving and Programming skills - 2hours  50% 25% 

Papers 3 Advanced Theory- 1hour 30mins  25% 

Paper 4 Further Problem solving and Programming Skills-  
2 hours 30 mins 

 25% 

 
Where might the course take you? 
This course is suitable for candidates intending to pursue careers or further study in Computer Science. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader - Mr Loganathan ezhilarasu.loganathan@rakacademy.org 
 

mailto:ezhilarasu.loganathan@rakacademy.org
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Design Technology (A Level) 

Exam board – Cambridge International AS and A Level 
Specification number-9705 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
Cambridge Assessment International Education prepares the students for life, helping them develop an 
informed curiosity and a lasting passion for learning and are part of the University of Cambridge. The 
Cambridge international qualifications are recognised by the world’s best universities and employers, giving 
students a wide range of options in their education and career. The programmes and qualifications set the 
global standard for international education. They are created by subject experts, rooted in academic rigour 
and reflect the latest educational research. They provide a strong platform for students to progress from 
one stage to the next, and are well supported by teaching and learning resources to delivering high-quality 
educational programmes that can unlock learners’ potential. Every year, nearly a million Cambridge 
learners from 10000 schools in 160 countries prepare for their future with an international education from 
Cambridge. 
 
Brief introduction:  
Main aims of the course and skills developed throughout the course. 
The course is designed to provide educational benefit through provision of international programmes and 
qualifications for school education and to be the world leader in this field.  
Cambridge International AS & A Levels give students building blocks for an individualised curriculum that 
develops their knowledge, understanding and skills. Cambridge International AS & A Level curricula are 
flexible. It is possible to offer almost any combination from a wide range of subjects. Cambridge 
International A Level is typically a two-year course, and Cambridge International AS Level is typically one 
year. Some subjects can be started as a Cambridge International AS Level and extended to a Cambridge 
International A Level. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Students will be given the opportunity to explore the following themes around the Principles of Design and 
Technology:  

• Topic 1: Materials 

• Topic 2: Performance characteristics of materials 

• Topic 3: Processes and techniques 

• Topic 4: Digital technologies 

• Topic 5: Factors influencing the development of products 

• Topic 6: Effects of technological developments 

• Topic 7: Potential hazards and risk assessment 

• Topic 8: Features of manufacturing industries 

• Topic 9: Designing for maintenance and the cleaner environment 

• Topic 10: Current legislation 

• Topic 11: Information handling, Modelling and forward planning 

• Topic 12: Further processes and techniques 
 

Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
Cambridge International AS Level candidates take only Components 1 and 2. Cambridge International A 

Level candidates have two choices. Candidates who want to take the whole of the Cambridge International 

A Level qualification at the end of a course of study take all four components together. Candidates who 

want to take the Cambridge International A Level qualification in two stages take the Cambridge 



13 
 

International AS Level first. If they pass Cambridge International AS Level, they then only need to take 

Components 3 and 4 in order to complete the Cambridge International A Level. 

Cambridge International A S  Level 

 

Component 1 3 hours Component 2 40–50 hours 

This is a written paper which tests knowledge, 
understanding, product analysis and design. 
There are three sections; in each section  candidates 
answer one question from a choice  of three. 

This is a coursework project which involves an  
individual design problem and production of a  
design model. 

Weighted at 60% of total marks Weighted at 40% of total marks 

 
Cambridge International A  Level 

 

Component 1 3 hours Component 2 40–50 hours 

Component 1 for Cambridge International  A Level is 
the same as Component 1 for  Cambridge 
International AS Level. 

Component 2 for Cambridge International  A Level 
is the same as Component 2 for  Cambridge 
International AS Level. 

Weighted at 30% of total marks Weighted at 20% of total marks 

Component 3 3 hours Component 4 40–50 hours 

This is a written paper which tests design, knowledge 
and understanding in three focus areas; candidates 
specialise in one of these areas. 
There are two sections in this paper. In Section A 
candidates answer two structured knowledge 
application questions from a choice of three on their 
chosen focus area. In Section B candidates  answer the 
one design question on their chosen  focus area. 

This is a coursework project, and it can either  be 
developed from the Component 2 project  or be a 
completely new project covering  Components 2 
and 4 in an holistic way. 

Weighted at 30% of total marks Weighted at 20% of total marks 

 
Where might the course take you? 
These examinations are not only a recognised qualification for entry to institutes of higher education, but 
also permit the successful student to pursue a wide range of design-based careers from; Product Design, 
Technical Illustration, Architecture, Mechanical Engineering, Product Manufacture and Development, 
Engineering including civil, advertising to graphic design, set design, marketing and promotion and many 
others. The possibilities are exciting, influential and diverse.  
 
Subject contact: Natasha Koka – natasha.koka@rakacademy.org 
 

 

  

../Downloads/natasha.koka@rakacademy.org
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English Language (A-Level) 
 Exam board and specification: Cambridge International Examinations 9093 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
This course is suitable for students who aim for a career involving social sciences, journalism, creative 
writing etc. and anyone who is interested in learning and appreciating language. It enables students to 
develop: 

• The ability to appreciate how different texts are shaped by their language and style. 
• skills in creating their own imaginative and persuasive writing for different purposes and 

audiences. 
• Skills in researching, selecting and shaping information from different sources. 
• The ability to analyse and compare written and spoken texts in close detail. 

 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Cambridge International AS Level English Language provides candidates opportunities to make critical and 
informed responses to texts which are wide-ranging in their form, style and context. Candidates will also 
produce their own imaginative writing and will demonstrate their ability to produce writing for given 
audiences. Those who opt for Cambridge International A Level English Language will develop a strong 
foundation in the study of linguistics, focusing on spoken language, English as a global language and 
language acquisition. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
Cambridge International candidates take: 
 

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions-Writing a commentary and 
directed writing 
Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either 
Question 2 or Question 3. 
Questions carry equal marks. 
Externally assessed. 50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 50% 
 

 
And 
 

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting 

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 
Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A 
(Imaginative writing) and one from Section B  
(Writing for a specific purpose and audience). 
Questions carry equal marks. 
Externally assessed. 50 marks 

2 hours 50% 
 

 

Where might the course take you? 
This course is suitable as a foundation for many undergraduate courses, particularly students interested in 
arts and humanities degrees. Students considering the field of law, journalism, teaching or media could 
consider taking this course. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Jennifer Griffiths - jennifer.griffiths@rakacademy.org  

  

mailto:jennifer.griffiths@rakacademy.org
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English Literature (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International English Literature 9695 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
Cambridge International English Literature enables learners to develop: 

• A detailed knowledge and understanding of poetry, drama and prose. 

• The ability to analyse written texts in great depth. 

• The ability to appreciate how different texts are shaped by their language and style. 

• The ability to appreciate and discuss different opinions on literary texts (A Level only) 
 
This course is suitable for students who read extensively outside of the classroom and who enjoy analysing 
literary texts and forming their own personal response. Students will be expected to complete individual 
study of between 4-6 hours a week outside of classroom teaching hours. 

 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Students will study three main forms of Literature in significant depth – Poetry, Prose and Drama. 
 
Poetry and Prose 
The paper contains two sections: Section A: Poetry and Section B: Prose. Candidates answer two questions, 
each from a different section.  An essay question and a passage-based question are set on each text. In all 
answers, candidates must show understanding of the text and an informed independent opinion; they must 
communicate these clearly and appropriately. Questions will test candidates’ understanding of:  
• The ways in which writers’ choices of form, structure and language shape meanings.  
• The language and style of texts.  
• The effective use of narrative methods. 
• How parts of the text relate to the work as a whole. 
 
Drama 
Candidates answer two questions on two plays. An essay question and a passage-based question are set on 
each text. In all answers, candidates must show understanding of the text and an informed independent 
opinion; they must communicate these clearly and appropriately. Questions will test candidates’ 
understanding of:  
• The ways in which writers’ choices of form, structure and language shape meanings. 
• The language and style of texts. 
• The effective use of narrative methods. 
• How parts of the text relate to the work as a whole. 
• The dramatic qualities of play texts. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

• 100% examination, students will sit 3 papers.  
 

Paper Paper type Final grade Time (min) 

Paper 3- Poetry and Prose Externally assessed, written examination,  50% 120 

Paper 4 - Drama Externally assessed, written examination,  50% 120 

Where might the course take you? 
This course is suitable as a foundation for many undergraduate courses, particularly students interested in 
arts and humanities degrees. Students considering the field of law, journalism, teaching or media could 
consider taking this course. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Jennifer Griffiths - jennifer.griffiths@rakacademy.org 
  

mailto:jennifer.griffiths@rakacademy.org
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French (A Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Pearson (Edexcel) 9FR01 

 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
This Edexcel French enables learners to develop greater fluency, accuracy and confidence in the language 
as it is spoken and written and improve their communication skills.  
They will learn how to improve their use of French in a variety of situations, understanding how to read 
texts and other source materials, extract information, initiate conversations and respond to questions both 
orally and in writing. NB - This course is not suitable for beginners. 
 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Papers 1 and 3 will be based on content from the following themes. The themes address a range of social 
issues and trends, as well as aspects of the political and artistic culture of France and French-speaking 
countries. Theme 1 focuses on aspects of society of France only. Theme 2 requires students to broaden 
their knowledge across any Francophone country/countries and/or community/communities. Each theme 
is broken into three sub-themes. 
 
Theme 1- Les changements dans la société française  
Theme 1 is set in the context of France only. This theme covers social issues and trends. 
● Les changements dans les structures familiales et les changements dans les attitudes envers le mariage, 
les couples et la famille.  
● L’éducation et le système éducatif et les questions estudiantines.  
● Le monde du travail et la vie active en France et les attitudes envers le travail; le droit à la grève; l’égalité 
des sexes. 
 
Theme 2- La culture politique et artistique dans les pays francophones 
Theme 2 is set in the context of French speaking countries and communities. This theme covers artistic 
culture (through music and festivals and traditions) and political and artistic culture (through media). 
● La musique et les changements et les développements; l’impact de la musique sur la culture populaire.  
● Les médias et la liberté d’expression; la presse écrite et en ligne; l’impact sur la société et la politique. 
● Les festivals et les traditions: les fêtes et les coutumes. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

• 100% examination, students will sit 3 papers.  

 
Paper 

 
Paper type 

Final grade 
(%) 

Time 
(min) 

Unit examination 
date 

Paper 1: Listening, reading 
and translation 

Externally assessed, written 
examination, 64 marks 

40 1hr 45 June 

Paper 2: Written response to 
works and translation 

Externally assessed, written 
examination, 60 marks 

30 1hr 40 June 

Paper 3: Speaking Internally conducted and 
externally assessed, 72 

marks 

30 30 May 

 
Where might the course take you? 
Students will develop an advanced level of knowledge and understanding of the French language, the 
culture of France and other Francophone countries, as well as practical and valuable language and 
transferable study skills. AS and A Level French will help to prepare students for higher education and 
enhance their employability profile. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader - Ms.Annette Hull - Annette.hull@rakacademy.org  

mailto:Annette.hull@rakacademy.org
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Geography (A-Level) 

Exam board and Specification number: Cambridge International Education Geography 9696 
 
Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 

• This course is suitable for anyone who has studied and enjoyed Geography at IGCSE level. 

• AS Geography with Cambridge allows students to explore a range of topics within Geography in 
depth. 

• It can develop a variety of reading, writing, analytical, and teamwork skills and will successfully 
prepare students to study the course at university. 

Brief Introduction: 
Areas of study: What I will learn? 
Paper 1: Physical Geography  
Hydrology and Fluvial Geomorphology, Atmosphere and Weather and Rocks and Weathering.  
The Hydrology and Fluvial Geomorphology section will look at, the drainage basin system, river channel 
processes and landforms, how humans can impact rivers and a case study on the causes and impacts of 
flooding on a river basin. The Atmosphere and Weather section will look at, diurnal energy budgets, the 
global energy budget, weather processes and phenomena such as how rainfall, clouds and mist and fog are 
formed, and the impacts humans have on the greenhouse effect. The Rocks and Weathering section will 
look at, plate tectonics, weathering, slope processes and how humans impact the stability of slopes. 
 
Paper 2: Human Geography  
Population, migration, and settlement dynamics.  
The Population section will look at how the population has changed, demographic transition, the causes 
and consequences of food shortages as a result of population increase and the management of natural 
resources. The Migration section will look at, how migration impacts population change, the differences 
between internal and international migration and the management of international migration – in relation 
to a case study. Finally, the Settlement Dynamics section will look at changes in rural settlements, urban 
trends and issues with urbanisation, the changing structure of urban settlements and the management of 
urban settlements. 
 
Course assessment – How will I be assessed? 

• 100% examination based. Students will sit 2 papers. 

Name of Assessment Assessment Type Final Grade (%) Time (min) Unit Examination 
date 

Paper 1: Core Physical 
Geography 

Externally assessed 
written examination 

50% 1 hour 30 
minutes 

June 

Paper 2: Core Human 
Geography 

Externally assessed 
written examination 

50% 1 hour 30 
minutes. 

June 

 
Where might this course take you? 
Studying Geography can open many doors to a number of careers including; planning, environmental 
studies, development and tourism.  
 
Subject Contact: Subject Leader: Mrs E Turner - emily.turner@rakacademy.org 

 
 

mailto:emily.turner@rakacademy.org
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History (A-Level) 
Exam board and Specification number: CIE 9489 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 

CIE History A-Level enables students to develop: 

• Knowledge on the development of European and World History in the 19th and 20th Centuries 

• Essay writing skills, source analysis skills and Interpretations of history.  
 

Brief Introduction: 

Areas of study: What I will learn? 

Paper Key Content 

Paper 1 

AS & A-Level  

France 1774-1814 

 

Paper 2 

AS & A-Level 

The Industrial Revolution in Britain 1750-1850 

Liberalism and Nationalism in Germany 1815-1871 

The Russian Revolution 1894-1921 

Paper 3  

A-Level 

 Topic 3: Origins and Development of the Cold War 

 

Paper 4:  

 

A-Level  

Depth Study 1 Theme 2: Stalin's Russia 1924-1941 

 

Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

 

Paper 

 

Paper type 

AS 

Final 

grade 

(%) 

AL 

Final 

grade 

(%) 

Time 

(min) 

Unit 

examination 

date 

1: European Option: 

Modern Europe, 1750-

1921 

France 1774-1814 

Externally assessed, 

Written examination, 

Marks available: 40 

40% 

 

20% 75 Summer 2023 

Paper 2 

Modern Europe, 1750-

Externally assessed, 

written examination, 

Marks available: 60  

60% 

 

30% 

 

105 Summer 2023 
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1921 

The Industrial Revolution in 

Britain 1750-1850 

Liberalism and Nationalism 

in Germany 1815-1871 

The Russian Revolution 

1894-1921 

Paper 3:  

Topic 3: Origins and 

Development of the Cold 

War  

Externally assessed, 

Written examination, 

Marks available: 40 

 

N/A 20% 

 

75 Summer 2024 

Paper 4:  

Depth Study 1 Theme 2: 

Stalin's Russia 1924-1941 

Internally assessed, 

written coursework, 

Marks available: 60 

N/A 30% 

 

105 Summer 2024  

 

Where might the course take you? 

History provides a good foundation for all career paths. The qualification provides the skills required at 
university level for academic essay writing. The popular degree options amongst AL History students are 
English Language, International Relations, Law, Medicine and Psychology. 

Subject contact: Mr L Core liam.core@rakacademy.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:liam.core@rakacademy.org
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Mathematics (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Edexcel International A Level WMA11/01, WMA12/01, 

WMA13/01, WMA14/01, WST01/01 and WME01/01 
 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
Edexcel International Mathematics enables learners to develop an understanding of mathematics and 
mathematical processes, whilst allowing them to develop their ability to reason logically and construct 
mathematical proofs. Students will be able to understand coherence and progression in mathematics and 
how different areas of mathematics can be connected. 
 

Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Students will study a variety of Mathematical concepts separated into 6 units. 
 

P1 and P2 (Pure Mathematics) 
Algebra and functions, coordinate geometry in the (x, y), trigonometry, differentiation, Integration. 
Proof: algebra and functions, sequences and series, exponentials and logarithms and Binomial Theorem. 
 

S1 (Statistics) 
Mathematical models in probability and statistics, representation and summary of data, probability, 
correlation and regression, discrete random variables, discrete distributions and the Normal distribution. 
 

P3 and P4 (Pure Mathematics) 
Algebra and functions, trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, Numerical methods of Integration, 
Coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane, sequences and Series, Calculus and vectors. 
 

M1 (Mechanics) 
Mathematical models in mechanics; vectors in mechanics; kinematics of a particle moving in a straight line; 
dynamics of a particle moving in a straight line or plane; statics of a particle; moments. 
 

Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 
• 100% examination, students will sit 6 papers (Calculators) 

 

Pure 1 (AS) Pure 2 (AS) Statistics 1 (AS) Pure 3 (A2) Pure 4 (A2) Mechanics M1 (A2) 

Externally 
assessed 

1hour and 
30minutes 

Externally 
assessed 

1hour and 
30minutes 

Externally 
assessed 

1hour and 
30minutes 

Externally 
assessed 

1hour and 
30minutes 

Externally 
assessed 

1hour and 
30minutes 

Externally assessed 
1hour and 
30minutes 

 

Where might the course take you? 
Mathematics provides a good mathematical foundation for all career paths, allowing students to develop 
their analytical skills, practical techniques, and knowledge application within the context of Mathematics. It 
can act as a very good foundation to pursue A level Mathematics, or as a standalone qualification. Students 
considering the field of mathematics, engineering and space research, medicine, financial mathematics and 
accounting should consider taking this course.  
 

Subject contact: Mrs. Nashmia Zubair - nashmia.zubair@rakacademy.org    

mailto:shammi.nair@rakacademy.org
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Physics (A-Level) 
Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International AS and A Level (9702) 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
The content is relevant for learners who have achieved a GCSE in Physics and who want to study this 
subject at a higher level. The syllabus covers the major topics in physics, including kinematics, waves, 
electricity, fields, nuclear physics and cosmology. 
 
Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The Cambridge International A Level Physics course is split into 25 topics: Physical quantities and units, 
Kinematics, Dynamics, Forces, density and pressure, Work, energy and power, Deformation of solids, 
Waves, Superposition, Electricity, D.C. circuits, Particle physics, Motion in a circle, Gravitational fields, 
Temperature, Ideal gases, Thermodynamics, Oscillations, Electric fields, Capacitance, Magnetic fields, 
Alternating currents, Quantum physics, Nuclear physics, medical physics, Astronomy and cosmology. 
 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

• Five externally assessed written examinations 
 

Paper 1  
Multiple Choice 1 hour 15 minutes 40 marks 
40 multiple-choice questions 
Questions are based on the AS Level syllabus 
content. 
Externally assessed 
31% of the AS Level 
15.5% of the A Level 

Paper 2  
AS Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 
minutes 60 marks 
Structured questions 
Questions are based on the AS Level syllabus 
content. 
Externally assessed 
46% of the AS Level 
23% of the A Level 

Paper 3  
Advanced Practical Skills 2 hours 
40 marks 
Practical work and structured questions. Questions 
are based on the practical skills in the Practical 
assessment section of the 
Syllabus. The context of the questions may be 
outside the syllabus content. 
Externally assessed 
23% of the AS Level. 11.5% of the A Level 

Paper 4 
A Level Structured Questions 2 hours 
100 marks 
Structured questions. Questions are based on 
the A Level syllabus content; knowledge of 
material from the AS 
Level syllabus content will be required. 
Externally assessed 
38.5% of the A Level 

Paper 5 
A Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 minutes 30 marks 
Questions are based on the practical skills of planning, analysis and evaluation. The context of the 
questions may be outside the syllabus content. 
Externally assessed. 11.5% of the A Level 

 
Where might the course take you? 
Physics provides a good scientific foundation for all career paths involving mathematics, material 
properties, and new technologies. Students considering the field of astronomy, engineering, material and 
new technology research, should consider taking this course.  
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Adam Khan - Adam.Khan@rakacademy.org 

  
 

mailto:Marilla.Wiggins@rakacademy.org
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Psychology (A-Level) 

Exam board and specification number – Cambridge International AS & A Level Psychology 9990 

Who is this course suitable for and why choose it? 
Psychology has been defined as the science of mind and behaviour. Essentially, psychology is all about 

people. We are all amateur psychologists, every time we try and work out why someone acted the way 

they did or try to predict how someone might behave or react. Psychology tries to find answers to some of 

these questions by investigating them in a more scientific manner. 

Brief introduction:    
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Psychology is the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes and behaviour. It is a complex subject 
which draws on concepts, methods and understandings from a number of different disciplines. There is no 
single approach that would describe or explain mental processes and behaviour on its own as human 
beings are complex animals, with highly developed frontal lobes, cognitive abilities, involved social 
structures and cultures. The study of behaviour and mental processes requires a multidisciplinary approach 
and the use of a variety of research techniques whilst recognising that behaviour is not a static 
phenomenon, it is adaptive, and as the world, societies and challenges facing societies change, so does 
behaviour. 
Course assessment – how will I be assessed? 

• 100% examination,  

Paper Paper type Final grade Time 

 Paper 1 Approaches, 
issues and debates 

Short answer questions and an essay question, 
based on core studies. 
60 marks 

AS- 50%  
A-level – 
25%  

1 hour 30 
minutes  
  
 

Paper 2 Research methods  Candidates answer all questions. 
 Short answer questions, some based on the 
core studies. Scenario-based questions. A 
design-based question. 
60 marks 

AS - 50%   
A-level – 
25% 

 1 hour 30 
minutes  
  
  

Paper 3 Specialist options: 
theory 

Candidates answer two questions from two 
specialist options. Question 1: The question is 
divided into three Question 2: Structured 
essay-based question divided into two parts 
60 marks   

A-level- 25%  A-level: 1 
hour 30 
minutes 

Paper 4 Specialist options: 
application 

Candidates answer questions from two 
specialist options. (Extended writing) and 
Design-based question 60 marks 

A-level- 25% A-level: 1 
hour 30 
minutes 

Where might the course take you?    
Psychology is useful for any job that requires lots of interaction or an understanding of human behaviour 
and development. People with skills in psychology are sought after in business, management, teaching, 
research, social work and careers in medicine and healthcare. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms Z Azam - Zakeya.Azam@rakacademy.org  

mailto:Zakeya.Azam@rakacademy.org

