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What is an IB education? 

The IB Diploma Programme for Grade 11 and 12 students at ISK is aims to develop knowledgeable, inquiring 

and empathetic young adults that are able to contribute to wider society positively through intercultural 

understanding and respect. This broad-based programme provides students with a curriculum that crosses 

cultural, geographical and disciplinary boundaries, placing great emphasis upon critical engagement and 

the formulation of effective relationships. International mindedness is one of the hallmarks of the IB 

Diploma Programme and can be described as an openness to the world and a keen understanding of global 

interconnectedness.  

All of the components of this curriculum work in unison to develop the IB Learner Profile attributes 

described below: 

 

At ISK, we work closely with our teachers to ensure that the IBDP is implemented in such a way that it 

instills the core values of the programme, and in so doing, give our students every opportunity to be 

successful students during Grade 11 and 12 but also in their future university studies. Using real world 

scenarios in teaching along development of independent research and learning skills are prioritised across 

all subject areas. 
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Sixth Form Entry Requirements 
   

Pathway Minimum access requirements 

Pathway 1 
AS-Levels and/or A-Levels 

5 Grades of 4 or above at IGCSE in the subjects they choose 
to study (in some cases, previous study may not be required) 

Pathway 2 –  
The International Baccalaureate  

5 Grades of 4 or above at IGCSE, with Grades 5 or above in 
subjects that are to be studied at Higher Level. 

Key Stage 5 Pathway 2: International Baccalaureate (IBDP)  
 
Pathway 2 is for students who have achieved at 3 IGCSE Grades of 5 or above who wish to study the 
International Baccalaureate.  Students opting for this route will complete the IB Diploma Programme over 2 
years, Grade 11 and 12. This is a highly regarded Post 16 qualification, which will place them at an 
advantage when considering the world’s very best universities.  
 

Note  
Access to Pathway 2 require students to achieve 5 Grades of 4 at IGCSE, which must include a further three 
Grades at a 5 Grade or higher.  
 

 You must choose one subject from each column 

Core MoE 

Subjects 

Group 1 

Studies in 

Language 

Group 2 

Language 

Acquisition 

Group 3 

Individuals and 

Society 

Group 4 

Sciences 

Group 5 

Mathematics 

Group 6 

Arts 

Ministry 

Arabic 

 

Islamic Studies 

 

Theory of 

Knowledge   

(IB 

requirement) 

English A: 

Literature  

 

 

French 

 

Spanish  

 

Arabic 

 

 

Psychology 

 

Geography 

 

History 

 

Business 

Management 

Biology 

 

Chemistry 

 

Physics 

 

Computer 

Science 

 

Design and 

Technology 

Mathematics  

 

Visual Art 

 

Or another 

subject from 

Group 2, 3 or 

4. 

 

The IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) is a rigorous, academically challenging, and balanced two-year 
programme of education designed to prepare students aged 16 to 19 for success at university and in life 
beyond. The DP provides opportunities to develop both disciplinary and interdisciplinary understanding 
that meets rigorous standards. It encourages students to be knowledgeable, inquiring, caring and 
compassionate, and to develop intercultural understanding, open-mindedness, and the attitudes necessary 
to respect and evaluate a range of viewpoints. 
  
The IBDP uses both internally and externally assessed components to assess student performance. 
Externally marked summative assessments at the end of the course typically make up around 80% of the 
student’s final course grade, although internally marked formative and summative assessments can 
account for as much as 50% of the grade for some courses. The marks awarded for each course range from 
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1 (lowest) to 7 (highest), and are awarded based on the extent to which students master basic and 
advanced academic skills, such as: 
• Knowledge and understanding of content and concepts 
• Critical thinking, reflective, research and independent learning skills 
• Application of standard methods 
• Analysing and presenting information 
• Evaluating and constructing arguments 
• Creative problem-solving 
• Intercultural understanding and international outlook 
 
In addition to the six subjects, the IB Diploma programme also consists of the three Core elements of 
Theory of Knowledge, the Extended Essay and Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS). 
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Pathway 2: IB Diploma Programme 

 

                                                           

 

• IB Core 

• Arabic 

• Biology 

• Business Studies 

• Chemistry 

• Computer Science 

• Design Technology 

• English Literature 

• French 

• Geography 

• History 

• Physics 

• Psychology 

• Mathematics 

• Spanish 

• Visual Art 

• Islamic Studies* 
 

Note:  

• *Ministry of Education required 
courses in Grade 11 only. 

• **Compulsory component of the IB 
Diploma programme. 

• Courses will run only if there is an 
uptake of more than 5 students. 

• Please contact the Deputy Head and 
IB Coordinator if there are any 
questions: 
marc.groenewald@rakacademy.org

marc.groenewald@rakacademy.org
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The IB Core 
The IB Core is made up of 3 different components that all IBDP students complete over the duration of 
their 2-year course as a mandatory requirement. 
 
The Core of the diploma programme includes the following: 
 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 
Theory of Knowledge has a strong philosophical basis and plays an important role in the IB Diploma 
Programme. It allows students to reflect on the nature of knowledge, how it is generated and to think 
about abstract ideas and questions including ‘how do we know what we claim to know?’. This subject 
aims expose students to the idea that knowledge is interpretative by nature and is influenced by a 
multitude of factors.  
 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 
This involves students becoming involved in a range of activities alongside their academic studies. CAS 
aims to help students to enhance their personal and interpersonal learning through experiences they 
would not necessarily be exposed to otherwise. It is not formally assessed but students are expected to 
provide evidence of experiences toward the achievement of 7 learning outcomes. Furthermore, it allows 
for balance to be ensured on this academically rigorous programme.  
 
Supported by the CAS Coordinator, students embark on the following activity types: 
Creativity: Experiences that involve the arts and other forms of creative thinking. 
Activity: This involves physical activity that contributes to a healthy lifestyle. 
Service: Voluntary exchange that allows for a learning opportunity for the student. 
 
Extended Essay 
The extended essay is an externally assessed research essay that provides students with an opportunity 
to prepare for the expectations of undergraduate research. Students select a topic to investigate which 
relates to one of their six DP subjects or through an interdisciplinary approach in the form of a World 
Studies essay. Students formulate a research question, engage in research and exploration of the topic, 
communicate their ideas and develop a sound academic argument.  
 
The extended essay contributes toward a student’s overall point for the completion of the diploma 
programme.  
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Arabic Language B 
 
Brief introduction:   
The IB DP language B course provides students with the opportunity to acquire or develop an additional 
language and to promote an understanding of other cultures through the study of language. Language B 
is designed for students who possess a degree of knowledge and experience in the target language. High 
performing standard level students should be able to follow university courses in other disciplines in the 
language B that is studied.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?   
The aims of the language B standard level course are to: develop students’ intercultural understanding; 
enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a 
variety of purposes; encourage, through the study of texts and social interaction, an awareness and 
appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures; develop students’ awareness of 
the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge; develop students’ awareness of the 
relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar; provide students with a 
basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language and provide the 
opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of an additional 
language. 
 
Course assessment:  
The assessments aim to test all students’ abilities to understand and use the language of study as well as 
key concepts through learning a language by engaging with its usage and meaning within a social 
framework and by developing receptive, productive and interactive skills in the language of study.  
 
Students will be assessed on their abilities to: communicate clearly and effectively in a range of 
situations, demonstrating linguistic competence and intercultural understanding; use language 
appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or cultural contexts; understand and use language to 
express and respond to a range of ideas with accuracy and fluency; organize ideas on a range of topics, 
in a clear, coherent and convincing manner and understand, analyse and respond to a range of written 
and spoken texts. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ibrahem Alqabbani - ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org 
 

 
 
 

mailto:ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org
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Arabic Ab-Initio* 
 
Ab-initio - brief introduction:   
 The IB DP language ab-initio course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills and 
intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in Arab countries & in an 
environment where Arabic studied is spoken. This process encourages the learner to go beyond the 
confines of the classroom, expanding an awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural 
diversity. The language ab-initio course develops students’ linguistic abilities through the development 
of receptive, productive and interactive skills by providing them opportunities to respond and interact 
appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. Language ab-initio is available at standard level 
only.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?   
The aims of the language ab-initio course are to:  develop students’ intercultural understanding  enable 
students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety 
of purposes encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and 
appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures develop students’ awareness of 
the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge develop students’ awareness of the 
relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar provide students with a 
basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language provide the 
opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of an additional 
language. 
 
Course assessment:    
Having followed the language ab-initio standard level course, students will be assessed on their ability 
to: demonstrate an awareness and understanding of the intercultural elements related to the prescribed 
topics; communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations; understand and use accurately the 
basic structures of the language; understand and use an appropriate range of vocabulary and use a 
register and a format that are appropriate to the situation. 
 
*students who have taken the subject at IGCSE or have previous contact with the language cannot take 
ab-initio for any language offered. 
 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ibrahem Alqabbani - ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org 
 

 
 
 

mailto:ibrahem.alqabbani@rakacademy.org
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Biology 
Brief introduction:    
Biology is the study of life. The vast diversity of species makes biology both an endless source of 
fascination and a considerable challenge. Biologists attempt to understand the living world at all levels 
from the micro to the macro using many different approaches and techniques. Biology is still a young 
science and great progress is expected in the 21st century. This progress is important at a time of 
growing pressure on the human population and the environment. By studying biology in the DP students 
should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. While the scientific 
method may take on a wide variety of forms, it is the emphasis on a practical approach through 
experimental work that characterizes the sciences. Teachers provide students with opportunities to 
design investigations, collect data, develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers 
and evaluate and communicate their findings.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?   
 

Core (Standard Level) 
Additional Higher Level (Higher 

Level) 

Option (one topic from the 

following for SL and HL) 

Topic 1: Cell biology Topic 7: Nucleic acids A. Neurobiology and 
behaviour 

Topic 2: Molecular biology 
Topic 8: Metabolism, cell 

respiration and photosynthesis 
B. Biotechnology and 

informatics 

Topic 3: Genetics 
Topic 9: Plant biology 

 
C. Ecology and conservation 

Topic 4: Ecology Topic 10: Genetics and evolution 
D. Human physiology 

Topic 5: Evolution and biodiversity Topic 11: Animal physiology  

Topic 6: Human physiology   

 
Students will also complete the following practical activities: 
Core practical as part of specifications 
Individual investigation (Internal Assessment) 
Group 4 project 
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Course assessment:    
Standard Level 

Component Overall Weighting (%) Marks Time (hours) 

Paper 1 20 30 ¾ 

Paper 2 40 50 1 ¼ 

Paper 3 20 35 1 

Internal Assessment 20 24 10 

 
Higher Level 

Component Overall Weighting (%) Marks Time (hours) 

Paper 1 20 40 1 

Paper 2 36 72 2 ¼ 

Paper 3 24 45 1 ¼ 

Internal Assessment 20 24 10 

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Adam Khan - Adam.Khan@rakacademy.org 

  

mailto:Marilla.Wiggins@rakacademy.org
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Business Management 
Brief introduction:    
The business management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of business 
management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of tools and techniques. Students learn to 
analyse, discuss and evaluate business activities at local, national and international levels. The course covers a 
range of organizations from all sectors, as well as the sociocultural and economic contexts in which those 
organizations operate. The course covers the key characteristics of business organization and environment, 
and the business functions of human resource management, finance and accounts, marketing and operations 
management. Through the exploration of six underpinning concepts (change, culture, ethics, globalization, 
innovation and strategy), the course allows students to develop a holistic understanding of today’s complex 
and dynamic business environment.  

 
Areas of study – what will I learn?   
The aims of the business management course at HL and SL are to: encourage a holistic view of the world of 
business; empower students to think critically and strategically about individual and organizational behaviour; 
promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives; enable the student 
to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local, regional and global context; promote awareness 
of the importance of environmental, social and ethical factors in the actions of individuals and organizations 
and develop an understanding of the importance of innovation in a business environment. 
 
Course assessment:   
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:  
• The business management tools, techniques and theories specified in the syllabus content  
• The six concepts that underpin the subject  
• Real-world business problems, issues and decisions    
 
2. Demonstrate application and analysis of:  
• Knowledge and skills to a variety of real-world and fictional business situations  
• Business decisions by explaining the issue(s) at stake, selecting and interpreting data, and applying  
  appropriate tools, techniques, theories and concepts  
 
3. Demonstrate synthesis and evaluation of:  
• Business strategies and practices, showing evidence of critical thinking  
• Business decisions, formulating recommendations  
 
4. Demonstrate a variety of appropriate skills to:  
• Produce well-structured written material using business terminology  
• Select and use quantitative and qualitative business tools, techniques and methods  
• Select and use business material, from a range of primary and secondary sources. 

 
Subject contact:   
Ms Phillippa Seymour – phillippa.seymour@rakacademy.org 
Mr Bassel Rayes- bassel.rayes@rakacademy.org 

phillippa.seymour@rakacademy.org
mailto:bassel.rayes@rakacademy.org
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Computer Science 
Brief introduction:  
The IB DP computer science course requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of computational 
thinking as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital devices operate. The course, underpinned 
by conceptual thinking, draws on a wide spectrum of knowledge, and enables and empowers innovation, 
exploration and the acquisition of further knowledge. Students study how computer science interacts with 
and influences cultures, society and how individuals and societies behave, and the ethical issues involved.  

 
Areas of study – what will I learn?    
The aims of the computer science courses are to:  

• Provide opportunities for study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and 
challenge students developing the skills necessary for independent and lifelong learning. 

• Provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize computer science. 

• Enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize 
computer science; demonstrate initiative in applying thinking skills critically to identify and resolve 
complex problems.  

• Engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication 
in resolving complex problems.  

• Develop logical and critical thinking as well as experimental, investigative and problem-solving skills; 
develop and apply the students’ information and communication technology skills in the study of 
computer science to communicate information confidently and effectively.  

• Raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of using 
science and technology. 

• Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with continued developments 
in IT systems and computer science and encourage an understanding of the relationships between 
scientific disciplines and the overarching nature of the scientific method. 

 
Course assessment:    
Having followed the computer science higher level course, students will be expected to:  
1. Know and understand: relevant facts and concepts, appropriate methods and techniques, computer 
science terminology, methods of presenting information. 
2.  Apply and use: relevant facts and concepts, relevant design methods and techniques, terminology to 
communicate effectively, appropriate communication methods to present information.  
3. Construct, analyse, evaluate and formulate: success criteria, solution specifications including task outlines, 
designs and test plans, appropriate techniques within a specified solution.  
4. Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation and perseverance as well as appropriate technical skills for 
effective problem-solving in developing a specified product. 
 
Subject contact: 
Subject Leader – Mr Loganathan, ezhilarasu.loganathan@rakacademy.org 
 

 

 

mailto:ezhilarasu.loganathan@rakacademy.org
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Chemistry 
Brief introduction:    
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and 
investigational skills.  
 
Chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in which we live and all biological systems. 
Chemistry is often a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological 
science and environmental science. Both theory and practical work should be undertaken by all students as 
they complement one another naturally, both in school and in the wider scientific community. The DP 
chemistry course allows students to develop a wide range of practical skills and to increase facility in the use 
of mathematics. It also allows students to develop interpersonal and information technology skills, which are 
essential to life in the 21st century.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?    

Core (Standard Level) 
Additional Higher Level (Higher 

Level) 

Option (one topic from the 

following for SL and HL) 

Topic 1: Stoichiometric 

relationships 
Topic 12: Atomic structure A. Materials 

Topic 2: Atomic structure 
Topic 13: The periodic table—the 

transition metals B. Biochemistry 

Topic 3: Periodicity 
Topic 14: Chemical bonding and 

structure C. Energy 

Topic 4: Chemical bonding and 

structure 
Topic 15: Energetics/ thermochemistry 

D. Medicinal chemistry 

Topic 5: Energetics/ 

thermochemistry 
Topic 16: Chemical kinetics 

Topic 6: Chemical kinetics Topic 17: Equilibrium 

Topic 7: Equilibrium  Topic 18: Topic 8: Acids and bases 

Topic 8: Acids and bases Topic 19: Redox processes 

Topic 9: Redox processes Topic 20: Organic chemistry 

Topic 10: Organic chemistry Topic 21: Measurement and analysis 

Topic 11: Measurement and data 

processing 

 
Students will also complete the following practical activities: 
Core practical as part of specifications 
Individual investigation (Internal Assessment) 
Group 4 project 
 
 



 
 

10 

Course assessment:    
Standard Level 

Component Overall Weighting (%) Marks Time (hours) 

Paper 1 20 30 ¾ 

Paper 2 40 50 1 ¼ 

Paper 3 20 35 1 

Internal Assessment 20 24 10 

Higher Level 
Component Overall Weighting (%) Marks Time (hours) 

Paper 1 20 40 1 

Paper 2 36 72 2 ¼ 

Paper 3 24 45 1 ¼ 

Internal Assessment 20 24 10 

 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Adam Khan - Adam.Khan@rakacademy.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Marilla.Wiggins@rakacademy.org
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Design Technology 
Brief introduction:   
Design is the link between innovation and creativity; it is human-centred and focuses on the needs, 
wants and limitations of the end user. Design is multidisciplinary by nature and draws from many areas 
including the natural and social sciences, mathematics and arts. Diploma Programme Design Technology 
aims to develop internationally minded people whose enhanced understanding of design and the 
technological world can facilitate our shared guardianship of the planet and create a better world. It 
focuses on analysis, design development, synthesis and evaluation. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?    

Core (SL/HL): includes the following topics. Additional Higher Level (AHL): includes 4 

additional topics  

Topic 1: Human factors and ergonomics 

Topic 2: Resource management and sustainable 

production 

Topic 3: Modelling (CAD, 3D printing) 

Topic 4: Raw material to final product 

Topic 5: Innovation and design 

Topic 6: Classic design 

Topic 7: User-centred design 

Topic 8: Sustainability 

Topic 9: Innovation and markets 

Topic 10: Commercial production 

 

 
Course assessment:   
The core and higher topics (SL/HL) are examined through the sitting of 2 examination papers at SL level 
and 3 exam papers at HL. The IA is a design project – (HL & SL) which involves; planning, researching, 
design work, making and evaluation of a working prototype. 
 

Externally Set Exam Component:     

60 % of total grade 

Internal Assessment (IA) - design project 

40% of total grade 

Standard Level Time Higher Level Time Standard Level Higher Level 

Paper 1- 

30%(multiple 

choice) 

¾ Paper 1 - 

20%(multiple 

choice) 

1 Words -3,000.  Pages- 

38 

Words-4,000.     Pages 

56 

Paper 2 - 30% 

(essay & short 

answer styled 

questions) 

1½ Paper 2 & 3 40% 

(essay & short 

answer styled 

questions) 

 1½ At SL, the design 

project is assessed 

against the 4 common 

criteria: 40 hours 

At HL, the design 

project is assessed 

against the 4 common 

criteria and 2 HL only 

criteria: 60 hours 

 



 
 

12 

Where will it lead? Where pupils may be considering a university or college course in science, applied 
science, technology, product design or engineering, IB Design Technology offers a suitable course of 
study 
 
Subject contact:  Natasha Koka – natasha.koka@rakacademy.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

natasha.koka@rakacademy.org
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English Literature 
Brief introduction:    
The IB Diploma Programme language A: literature course develops understanding of the techniques 
involved in literary criticism and promotes the ability to form independent literary judgments. In 
language A: literature, the formal analysis of texts and wide coverage of a variety of literature—both in 
the language of the subject and in translated texts from other cultural domains—is combined with a 
study of the way literary conventions shape responses to texts. 

 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The aims of the language A: literature course at both higher and standard levels are to: encourage a 
personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary 
criticism; develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and 
provide the opportunity of practising and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a 
variety of styles and situations; introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, 
genres, styles and contexts; broaden the students’ perspective through the study of works from other 
cultures and languages; introduce students to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to 
the development of an understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works; 
develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text and promote in students an 
enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature. 

 
Course assessment:  
Assessment for language A: The IB assesses student work as direct evidence of achievement against the 
stated goals of the Diploma Programme courses, which are to provide students with: a broad and 
balanced, yet academically demanding, programme of study the development of critical-thinking and 
reflective skills  the development of research skills  the development of independent learning skills  the 
development of intercultural understanding  a globally recognized university entrance qualification.  
Students’ success in the language A: literature higher/standard level course is measured by combining 
their grades on external and internal assessment.  
 
Subject contact:  Kymbley Whittle – kymbley.whittle@rakacademy.org 
 

 

kymbley.whittle@rakacademy.org
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French and Spanish Ab-initio*/Standard Level 
 
Ab-initio - brief introduction:   
This course is designed for students who do not have an IGCSE in either French or Spanish*.  
The IB DP language Ab-initio course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills and 
intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where the 
language studied is spoken. This process encourages the learner to go beyond the confines of the 
classroom, expanding an awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural diversity. The 
language ab-initio course develops students’ linguistic abilities through the development of receptive, 
productive, and interactive skills by providing them opportunities to respond and interact appropriately 
in a defined range of everyday situations. Language ab-initio is available at standard level only.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
The aims of the language ab-initio course are to: 

•  develop students’ intercultural understanding and enable students to understand and use the 
language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes 

•  encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and 
appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures  

•  develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

• develop an awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they 
are familiar 

• provide a basis for further study, work, and leisure through using an additional language. The 
course provides the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity, and intellectual stimulation through 
knowledge of an additional language. 

 
Course assessment:    
Having followed the language ab-initio standard level course, students will be assessed on their ability 
to:  

• demonstrate an awareness and understanding of the intercultural elements related to the 
prescribed topics 

•  communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations 

•  understand and use accurately the basic structures of the language 

• understand and use an appropriate range of vocabulary and use a register and a format that are 
appropriate to the situation. 

 
*students who have taken the subject at IGCSE or had previous contact with the language cannot take ab-initio for any 
language offered. 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. Annette Hull  Annette.hull@rakacademy.org 

mailto:jakeya.khanom@rakacademy.org
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French and Spanish Standard Level 
 
Language - brief introduction:   
The IB DP language B course provides students with the opportunity to acquire or develop an additional 
language and promotes an understanding of other cultures through the study of language. Language B is 
designed for students who possess a degree of knowledge and experience in the target language. High 
performing standard level students should be able to follow university courses in other disciplines in the 
language B that is studied.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
The aims of the language B standard level course are to:  

• develop students’ intercultural understanding 

• enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts 
and for a variety of purposes 

• encourage, through the study of texts and social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of 
the different perspectives of people from other cultures 

• develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

• develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which 
they are familiar 

• provide students with a basis for further study, work, and leisure through using an additional 
language 

• provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity, and intellectual stimulation through 
knowledge of an additional language. 

 
Course assessment:  
The assessments aim to test the students’ ability to understand and use the language of study as well as 
key concepts. This is accomplished through learning a language by engaging with its use and meaning 
within a social framework and by developing receptive, productive, and interactive skills in the language 
of study.  
Students will be assessed on their ability to:  

• communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations, demonstrating linguistic 
competence and intercultural understanding 

• use language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or cultural contexts 

• understand and use language to express and respond to a range of ideas with accuracy and 
fluency 

•  organize ideas on a range of topics, in a clear, coherent, and convincing manner and 
understand, analyse, and respond to a range of written and spoken texts. 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. Annette Hull- Annette.Hull@rakacademy.org 
  

mailto:jakeya.khanom@rakacademy.org
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French Higher Level 
 
Language - brief introduction:   
The IB DP Higher Level French course provides students with the opportunity to develop acquired 
French language and to promote an understanding of other cultures through the study of language. 
Higher Level French is designed for students who have particularly good speaking, reading, and writing 
skills in the target language. High performing students should be able to follow university courses in 
other disciplines in the language that is studied.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?  
The aims of the higher level course are to:  

• develop students’ intercultural understanding 

•  enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts 
and for a variety of purposes 

•  encourage, through the study of texts and social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of 
the different perspectives of people from other cultures 

• develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

• develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which 
they are familiar 

• provide students with a basis for further study, work, and leisure through using an additional 
language 

• provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity, and intellectual stimulation through 
knowledge of an additional language. 

 
Course assessment:  
The assessments aim to test all students’ ability to understand and use the language of study as well as 
key concepts through learning a language by engaging with its use and meaning within a social 
framework and by developing receptive, productive, and interactive skills in the language of study.  
Students will be assessed on their ability to:  

• Communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations, demonstrating linguistic 
competence and intercultural understanding. 

• Use language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or cultural contexts.  

• Understand and use language to express and respond to a range of ideas with accuracy and 
fluency. 

• Organize ideas on a range of topics, in a clear, coherent, and convincing manner and 
understand, analyse, and respond to a range of written and spoken texts. 
 

Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Ms. Annette Hull - Annette.Hull@rakacademy.org 
 

mailto:jakeya.khanom@rakacademy.org
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Geography 
Brief introduction:    
Geography is a dynamic subject firmly grounded in the real world, and focuses on the interactions 
between individuals, societies and physical processes in both time and space. It seeks to identify trends 
and patterns in these interactions. It also investigates the way in which people adapt and respond to 
change, and evaluates actual and possible management strategies associated with such change. 
Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between different places, on a 
variety of scales and from different perspectives.  
 
 

Areas of study – what will I learn? 
The aims of the geography course at SL and HL are to enable students to: develop an understanding of 
the dynamic interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the environment at different scales; 
develop a critical awareness and consider complexity thinking in the context of the nexus of geographic 
issues, including: acquiring an in-depth understanding of how geographic issues, or wicked problems, 
have been shaped by powerful human and physical processes synthesizing diverse geographic 
knowledge in order to form viewpoints about how these issues could be resolved; understand and 
evaluate the need for planning and sustainable; development through the management of resources at 
varying scales.  
 

Course assessment:  
There are four assessment objectives (AOs) for the SL and HL geography course:  
 
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of specified content between areas of film focus and film 
elements employed by the core theme. 
 
2. Demonstrate application and analysis of knowledge and understanding; apply and analyse geographic 
concepts and theories; identify and interpret geographic patterns and processes in unfamiliar 
information, data and cartographic material; demonstrate the extent to which theories and concepts are 
recognized and understood in particular contexts.  
 
3. Demonstrate synthesis and evaluation: examine and evaluate geographic concepts, theories and 
perceptions; use geographic concepts and examples to formulate and present an argument; evaluate 
materials using methodology appropriate for geographic fieldwork and  
 
4. Select, use and apply a variety of appropriate skills and techniques: select, use and apply: prescribed 
geographic skills in appropriate contexts techniques and skills appropriate to a geographic research 
question and produce well-structured written material, using appropriate terminology.  
 
Subject contact: Ms A Philips – ashleigh.philips@rakacademy.org 

  

mailto:ashleigh.philips@rakacademy.org
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History 
Brief introduction:    
The DP history course is a world history course based on a comparative and multi-perspective approach 
to history. It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including political, economic, social and 
cultural, and provides a balance of structure and flexibility.  
 
The course emphasizes the importance of encouraging students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?   
The aims of the DP history course are to enable students to: develop an understanding of, and 
continuing interest in, the past; encourage students to engage with multiple perspectives and to 
appreciate the complex nature of historical concepts, issues, events and developments; promote 
international-mindedness through the study of history from more than one region of the world; develop 
an understanding of history as a discipline and to develop historical consciousness including a sense of 
chronology and context, and an understanding of different historical perspectives; develop key historical 
skills, including engaging effectively with sources and increase students’ understanding of themselves 
and of contemporary society by encouraging reflection on the past. 
 
Course assessment:  
There are four assessment objectives for the DP history course.  
 
1. Knowledge and understanding: Demonstrate detailed, relevant and accurate historical knowledge, 
demonstrate understanding of historical concepts and context, demonstrate understanding of historical 
sources.  
 
2. Application and analysis: formulate clear and coherent arguments, use relevant historical knowledge 
to effectively support analysis, analyse and interpret a variety of sources.  
 
3. Synthesis and evaluation: integrate evidence and analysis to produce a coherent response, evaluate 
different perspectives on historical issues and events, and integrate this evaluation effectively into a 
response, evaluate sources as historical evidence, recognizing their value and limitations, synthesize 
information from a selection of relevant sources.  
 
4. Use and application of appropriate skills: structure and develop focused essays that respond 
effectively to the demands of a question, reflect on the methods used by, and challenges facing, the 
historian, formulate an appropriate, focused question to guide a historical inquiry, demonstrate 
evidence of research skills, organization, reference and selection of appropriate sources. 
 
Subject contact: Mr Liam Core - liam.core@rakacademy.org 

mailto:liam.core@rakacademy.org
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Mathematics 
Brief introduction: 
To develop curiosity and happiness regarding mathematics, and value its style and capacity to build up a 
comprehension of the ideas, standards and nature of arithmetic to impart math deeply, compactly and 
certainly in an assortment of settings to create sensible and inventive reasoning, tolerance and 
steadiness in critical thinking to ingrain trust in utilizing math.  To acknowledge how advancements in 
innovation and arithmetic impact one another    
 
The content of maths requires all students to engage with the five topics at either SL or HL: number and 
algebra, functions and modelling, geometry and trigonometry, statistics and probability, and differential 
and integral calculus.  
 
Maths offers key concepts which weave a conceptual thread through the topics allowing students to 
make links through and between topics in their chosen mathematics course, and to other subjects being 
studied within the IB Diploma Programme. Both subjects will prepare students with the mathematics 
needed for a range of further educational courses corresponding to the two domains of mathematics. 
Students must choose one of the strands at either standard or higher level. 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn? 
Mathematics: analysis and approaches 
Students will explore real and abstract applications of these ideas, with and without technology. This 
course recognizes the need for analytical expertise in a world where innovation is increasingly 
dependent on a deep understanding of mathematics.  
 
Course assessment:    
All students must sit externally-assessed examination papers to assess their knowledge and understanding 
of the content. These challenging papers at both SL and HL emphasise problem-solving and require 
students to answer a number of short and long open-response questions. HL students in both courses also 
complete a third paper in which they address two extended problem-solving activities with the use of 
technology.   
 
Mathematics: analysis and approaches students all take one paper which does not require technology.  
 
Subject contact: Mr. Balaji Chandrasekar -balaji.chandrasekar@rakacademy.org 

 

  

mailto:-balaji.chandrasekar@rakacademy.org
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Physics 
Brief introduction:    
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences as it seeks to explain the universe itself, from 
the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies. Despite the exciting and extraordinary 
development of ideas throughout the history of physics, observations remain essential to the very core of the 
subject. 
 
Models are developed to try to understand observations, and these themselves can become theories that 
attempt to explain the observations. Besides helping us better understand the natural world, physics gives us 
the ability to alter our environments. This raises the issue of the impact of physics on society, the moral and 
ethical dilemmas, and the social, economic and environmental implications of the work of physicists.  
 

Areas of study – what will I learn?    

Core (Standard Level) 
Additional Higher Level (Higher 

Level) 

Option (one topic from the 

following for SL and HL) 

Topic 1: Measurement and 

uncertainties 
Topic 9: Wave phenomena A. Relativity 

Topic 2: Mechanics Topic 10: Fields B. Engineering physics 

Topic 3: Thermal physics Topic 11: Electromagnetic induction C. Imaging 

Topic 4: Waves 
Topic 12: Quantum and nuclear 

physics D. Astrophysics 

Topic 5: Electricity and magnetism   

Topic 6: Circular motion and 

gravitation 

  

Topic 7: Atomic, nuclear and 

particle physics 

  

Topic 8: Energy production   

 
Students will also complete the following practical activities: 
Core practical as part of specifications 
Individual investigation (Internal Assessment) 
Group 4 project 
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Course assessment:    
Standard Level 

Component Overall Weighting (%) Marks Time (hours) 

Paper 1 20 30 ¾ 

Paper 2 40 50 1 ¼ 

Paper 3 20 35 1 

Internal Assessment 20 24 10 

Higher Level 
Component Overall Weighting (%) Marks Time (hours) 

Paper 1 20 40 1 

Paper 2 36 72 2 ¼ 

Paper 3 24 45 1 ¼ 

Internal Assessment 20 24 10 

 
Subject contact:  Subject Leader – Mr Adam Khan - Adam.Khan@rakacademy.org 
 

  

mailto:Marilla.Wiggins@rakacademy.org
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Psychology 
Brief introduction:    
The IB Diploma Programme psychology course aims to develop an awareness of how research findings 
can be applied to better understand human behaviour and how ethical practices are upheld in 
psychological inquiry. Students learn to understand the biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences 
on human behaviour and explore alternative explanations of behaviour. They also understand and use 
diverse methods of psychological inquiry.  
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?    
The course is designed to:  

• Encourage the systematic and critical study of human experience and behaviour and 
environments; develop the capacity to identify, analyse critically and evaluate theories, 
concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the individual and society.  

• Enable students to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of behaviour.  

• Test hypotheses; and interpret complex data and source material; enable students to recognize 
that the content and methodologies are contestable and that their study requires the toleration 
of uncertainty.  

• Develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied for better understanding of 
human behaviour; ensure that ethical practices are upheld in psychological inquiry. 

• Develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive, and sociocultural influences on human 
behaviour; develop an understanding of alternative explanations of behaviour and understand 
and use diverse methods of psychological inquiry. 

 
Course assessment:    
The assessments aim to test all students’ knowledge and understanding of key concepts through various 
activities that demonstrate:  

• Knowledge and comprehension of specified content, research methods, theories, such as key 
concepts, biological, cognitive, and socio-cultural levels of analysis  

• Application and analysis, including using psychological research and psychological concepts to 
formulate an argument in response to a specific question  

• Synthesis and evaluation of psychological theories, empirical studies, and research methods 
used to investigate behaviour  

• Selection and use of skills appropriate to psychology, the acquisition of knowledge, skills 
required for experimental design, data collection and presentation, data analysis and 
interpretation  

• Data analysis using an appropriate inferential statistical test and write an organized response.  
 
Students’ success in the psychology higher level course is measured by combining their grades on 
external and internal assessment. 
Subject contact: Ms Z Azam, zakeya.azam@rakacademy.org  

mailto:zakeya.azam@rakacademy.org
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Visual Art 
Brief introduction:    
The IB Visual Arts course itself builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired at GCSE. 
Throughout the course students are expected to experience working with a variety of different 
artmaking and conceptual forms. In tandem they will be looking at and analysing works by artists from 
differing cultural contexts, interpreting the meaning and significance of the work and making 
comparisons with other selected pieces and relating back to their own practice.  
 
As students begin to develop a body of work, they are encouraged to think about curatorial strategies 
and the presentation of work to an audience, considering methods of display and to explore how 
meaning is communicated through exhibiting 
 
Areas of study – what will I learn?    
Visual arts in context - students are encouraged to explore perspectives, theories and cultures that 
inform and influence visual arts practice. Students should be able to research, understand and 
appreciate a variety of contexts and traditions and be able to identify links between them. 
 
Visual arts methods - addresses ways of making artwork through the exploration and acquisition of 
skills, techniques and processes, and through engagement with a variety of media and methods 
 
Communicating visual arts - students investigating, understanding and applying the processes involved 
in selecting work for exhibition and public display. It engages students in making decisions about the 
selection of their own work. 
 
The Core Areas: 
Theoretical practices - critical analysis, identifying and critiquing the formal qualities of a range of 
artworks, objects and artefacts from a range of origins. 
 
Art-making practice - seek to find out how particular elements of artworks have been created or how 
specific effects have been achieved, or more in-depth studies through which you follow a process 
through to creating a larger body of work inspired by the artist, artwork or artifact. 
 
Curatorial practices - formulate your own intentions for making original artworks and identify 
inspirations from a variety of different sources. You should be encouraged to consider the nature of 
“exhibition” and consider the role and functions of galleries and museums. 

 
Course assessment:   
 

At the end of the course the following three components 

are assessed 

SL HL 100 % 

The Comparative Study: This is an independent critical and 

contextual investigation which explores artworks, objects 

and artefacts from differing cultural contexts. At least three 

artworks (by different artists) are researched and studied.   

10-15 pages 

externally 

assessed 

13-20 

pages 

externally 

assessed 

20% 
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At the end of the course the following three components 

are assessed 

SL HL 100 % 

The Process Portfolio. Students submit carefully selected 

materials which document their experimentation, 

exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of art 

techniques and processes during the two-year course. It is an 

art skills-based portfolio which includes work produced in 

2D, 3D and digital media.  

9-18 pages 

externally 

assessed 

13-25 

pages 

externally 

assessed 

40% 

Internal assessment Exhibition: Students submit for 

assessment a selection of resolved artworks from their 

exhibition. The selected pieces should show evidence of their 

technical accomplishment during the visual arts course and 

an understanding of the use of materials, ideas and practices 

appropriate to visual communication. 

Internal 

assessment 

4-7 pieces  

400 words 

Internally 

assessed, and 

externally 

moderated 

Internal 

assessme

nt 

8-11 

pieces 

700 words 

Internally 

assessed, 

and 

externally 

moderate

d 

40% 

 
Subject contact:  Sarah Laverty – sarah.laverty@rakacademy.org 
 
  
          

sarah.laverty@rakacademy.org

